
The renovation of the Carpenter Hall building is now com-
plete and the new Harmony-North Harmony History Center 
opened to the public on Saturday, September 17, 2022.  This 
project was funded by the Towns of Harmony and North 
Harmony, as well as a grant from the Chautauqua Region 
Community Foundation and generous donations from our 
supporters. We could not have done this without their—and 
your—support and we want to extend a heartfelt “THANK 
YOU!” 
 

The need for an expansion of the library became apparent 
when space became so constricted it was hard for our volun-
teers to work. At the other end of the building, Carpenter 
Hall was under utilized.  Given the mission of HHS to pre-
serve and develop local history and our role as a museum 
and education center, the plan came together to expand the 
library and display space while also carving out a research 
area for our visitors. 
(continued on next page…) 

About 
HHS is a non-profit 501c3 or-
ganization chartered under the 
NYS Department of Education 
Museum and Library Services 
Department. 
 

Mission Statement 
The aims of the Society shall be 
to aid in the preservation and 
development of local history of 
pioneers and early settlers of 
the Towns of Harmony and 
North Harmony, and its adjoin-
ing area and communities; to 
acquire and save for public use 
and exhibition relics, pictures, 
maps, and articles of historic 
value, dealing with the eco-
nomic, political, patriotic, and 
cultural life of the community, 
and to cooperate will all other 
organizations having similar 
aims and purposes. 
 

Mailing address 
1943 Open Meadows Road, Ash-
ville, NY 14710 
 

Phone 
(716) 782-3074, leave a message 
 

Email 
harmonyhistoricalsocie-
ty@gmail.com 
 

Website 
www.harmonyhistoricals.org 
 

Social media 
Facebook, Instagram, Youtube 
 
Membership 
You can help us preserve the histo-
ry of the towns of Harmony and 
North Harmony. Visit our website 
where you can join online, or in 
person, by phone or by mail. 
 
Donations 
Please visit our website’s support 
page where there is a link to Paypal 
or you may mail your donation to 
the address above. 
 
Volunteer! 
HHS have multiple volunteer op-
portunities available. Please con-
tact us for more information.  
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     President’s Message 
Dear Friends,  
On behalf of the Harmony Historical Society Board, I'd like to wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year.  
 

Thank you for your support and dedication as we continue to work towards fulfilling our mission state-
ment established at the onset of our organization some 50 years ago. 
 

The renovated space will certainly help us carry on the focus of preserving the history of the Towns of 
Harmony and North Harmony. The ability to reach outside our ‘walls’ through enhancing our technology 
and social media is amazing. Classes on genealogy and other local history topics, digitizing and sharing 
information from our archives and about our artifacts are just a few new developments.  
 

It is truly humbling when families entrust us to safely preserve and make accessible items as large as a 
sawmill to photographs, textiles or diaries, handed down through generations. Donations of family histo-
ry enable us to share with all. 
 

The Board of Trustees has worked diligently to make good stewardship decisions by partnering with The 
Chautauqua Region Community Foundation to establish “The Carpenter Family Fund.” The folks at CRCF 
have a very strong commitment to helping keep our organization sustainable for future generations. 
 

Please join me in looking forward to all the possibilities the new year will bring. We extend a big “thank 
you” to the North Harmony Senior Citizens for hosting our program meetings. Plans are under way for a 
Fall festival on September 16th, 2023. It may be different than what we have experienced in years past, 
but rest assured it will reflect the rich history of our area with living history demonstrations and exhibits.  
 

If you haven’t already stopped to see our renovated space or want to get involved, I encourage you to do 
so.  
 

My very Best, 
John E. Brown, President 
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Board of Trustees 
John Brown, President 
Tina Scott, Treasurer 
Kristyne Whitmore, Secretary 
Pam Brown, Historian 
Bruce Brown 
Eugene Button 
Joyce Edwards 
Earl Ferry 
Lyn Nagel 
Roberta Schruise 
Lloyd Weatherbee 
Regina Weatherbee 
 
Committee heads 
Buildings and Grounds-Roberta 
Schruise  
Collections-Pam Brown 
Communications-Tina Scott  
Membership-Regina Weatherbee  
 
 
Areas covered include 
Ashville 
Blockville 
Niobe 
Open Meadows 
Panama 
Stedman 
Stow 
Watts Flats 
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(continued from page 1…)  
 
Work began in February of 2022, largely using volunteers and the building 
became unrecognizable for a few months. It also meant HHS had to close 
during the renovation, but our volunteers were still hard at work. 
The existing restrooms were expanded to improve handicap accessibility and 
a privacy hall was created (more wall display space as well!). The heating/air 
ductwork was reconfigured to improve comfort both in summer and winter, 
and insulation was added where needed. New energy efficient lighting was 
installed, ceiling tiles were replaced and the difference is remarkable! The 
walls got a coat of new paint, and the old carpet was replaced with beautiful 
new carpet tiles. The large underused kitchen was replaced with a new kitch-
enette which is just the right size for the buildings new purpose.  
 
The entrance has a new cement landing under a new gabled roof which im-
proved safety during the winter months (no ice build up anymore). There is 
also a new light in the gable (look up when you visit us next time!). Storage 
upstairs for the archives is now in place and access to those collections is 
markedly improved.  
 
HHS Program meetings are now being held at the North Harmony Senior 
Center but HHS business meetings are still held here. With the new technolo-
gy installed (TV, video conferencing system and new printer/scanner/fax 
machine), HHS will be able to hold virtual programs in the future. The possi-
bilities are endless! 
 
**Photos to the right are the “before” and those below are the “after”. 

We recently held an “Intro to 
Genealogy” class utilizing the 
large screen TV which ena-
bled us to demonstrate how 
Ancestry and other websites 
work. Stay tuned for more 
classes in the coming year.  
 

If you would like to hold a 
virtual “family reunion” and 
connect with family from afar, 
we have you covered! Just 
contact us and we will show 
you how it all works. 
 

We are thrilled with the new 
space and hope you will visit 
us soon if you haven’t al-
ready. Stop on by! Page 2 
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Mercyhurst Student Interns at Harmony 
We were fortunate to have Samantha Kosinski work with us as an intern this past spring semester. She 
is now a Senior at Mercyhurst College majoring in Fashion Merchandising and Public History. She is a 
resident of Ashville and has always had an interest in the historical society, regularly visiting during our 
festivals. 
Samantha’s internship involved working with us to identify and catalog our textile collection along with 
Dianne Brown and Linda Kesby. Samantha also became better educated on the history of Harmony and 
North Harmony by researching topics of interest and items in the collection. 
Sam also created an exhibit using dresses and other artifacts to depict a 
Victorian summer. 
We look forward to continuing to work with her this year as she has chosen 
us to work with on her Senior Project. She will be creating a tour of the Pan-
ama Union Cemetery that includes a map and stories about people interred 
there. We know it will be informative and interesting and look forward to 
having her work with us. 

Collectors Corner 
HHS was fortunate to receive a number of wonderful items to add to our col-
lection this past year. A few highlights were wonderful photos and other gene-
alogical information from 2 Fisher descendants, Vicki Fisher Larson and Becky 
Fisher Simmons. Included was a photo of Sally Eddy Fisher, wife of Lewis Fish-
er who were the original settlers of that family in our area. 

We also received a donation from Den-
nis Whitford's great, great grandchil-
dren, Carol Ann Scheller Andersen and 
her brother Jerry Scheller. Dennis 
Whitford was the proprietor of the Rock 
House Hotel and Carol & Jerry donated 
the liquor license granted to him back in 
1886. (Panama wasn't always "dry"!)  

HHS was also fortunate to receive a very “large” donation, in the physical sense, which was dedicated 

during the Open House for the Harmony-North Harmony History Center on September 17, 2022. The 

donation was an antique sawmill donated by 

the family of former HHS volunteer, Franklin 

Hanson. Franklin purchased the sawmill from 

his childhood friend Shirley Johnston. To view 

video of the dedication and hear about the sto-

ry Franklin’s son Eric told about the “Symphony 

in the Woods”, visit the HHS Youtube channel at 

https://youtu.be/ITc5tNQuu0A. 
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Program meeting highlights 
 

This year HHS partnered with the North Har-
mony Senior Center and held Program 
meetings w/ potluck dinners at their place. 
Our guest speakers spoke on a number of very 
interesting topics such as “Carved in stone?”, 
“Chautauqua Obscura”, “Coops, Spears and 
Fish Decoys, and “Three Times Around the 
World”.  
 

Join us when our program meetings resume in 
Aril 2023! 

Shirley Johnston and  
Franklin Hanson 

Fisher Farm on Open  
Meadows Road 



How to Get Started Preserving Old Family Photographs (https://familyhistorydaily.com/) 
 
Make copies of your old photos first.  
Photographs are sensitive to light and, if exposed to it for long periods of time, may fade or discolor. 
The older the photograph, the more vulnerable the image becomes. 
 
To prevent your photographs from fading, make copies of them and display the copies rather than the 
originals. You can do this yourself using a high-quality camera or make digital copies of your old family 
photos using a physical or digital app scanner. Once copied, frame and display them in your home, 
while storing the originals according to the guidelines below.  
 
The Harmony Historical Society is dedicated to helping its members preserve and protect precious fam-
ily photos. We can scan your old photos and provide you with digital copies. In return, we would ask 
that you share the digital copies with us, along with a family history or genealogical information you 
may have. 
 
Use the correct materials for storing your old photos 
Once you have copied your old photographs and selected an area to store your originals, don’t just 
shove them in a cardboard box or that photo album you bought at the dollar store. Certain chemicals 
and plastics can cause your old photographs to decay or stick together. Here are some rules you should 
follow when storing your photographs in albums or boxes: 
 
1. Use archival quality paper or cardboard to store your photos. This means the pages in your photo 

album should be acid-free and lignin free. The material that your photo box is made of should be 
the same. You can also use stable plastic photo pockets or sleeves, such as products made of poly-
ester, polyethylene, or polypropylene. 

 
2. If storing your old photos in a box, make sure the box is big enough that your photos can be stored 

flat or upright with no creasing or bending. If storing your photos upright, use spacer boards to 
keep your photos from bending. 

 
3. When placing your old family photos in a photo album, do not use tape or glue to keep them in 

place as this can lead to staining and paper damage. Also, avoid magnetic photo pages. Mount 
your photos on acid-free paper album pages using acid-free or stable plastic mounting corners or 
place your photos in stable plastic photo album pages. 

 
Be careful where you display original old photographs 
If you simply must display it, or your old photograph is carefully preserved in an antique frame and you 
don’t want to mess with it, be picky about where you hang that old photo. 
 
Select a spot in your home that is not directly exposed to sunlight, fluorescent light, or UV light. Make 
sure the location is not at risk for leaks or exposure to insects and rodents. Also make sure the location 
is temperature and humidity controlled. A dark corner of a main floor den or hallway often provides a 
good place to display an old photograph 
 
**To find out more about our scanning service or ordering preservation materials, email us at har-
monyhistoricalsociety@gmail.com. 
 
Why weren’t your ancestors smiling in those old photographs? 
The family research site Crestleaf offers this reasoning: 
 
Ever wonder why your ancestors aren’t grinning from ear to ear in those faded black and white family 
portraits? Though there are many speculations and theories as to why people donned such serious 
looks in photographs during the 19th century, we’ve decided to debunk the myths to provide you with 
the truth behind those stern stares.  (continued on next page….) 
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Israel Carpenter 

Edith & Ethel Hawkins 

Hiram Dickson 



How to Get Started Preserving Old Family Photographs (https://familyhistorydaily.com/) 
(continued…) 
 
Some people feel that during the early days of photography, long exposure times discouraged smiling, 
since everyone — including wiggly, giggly small children and babies — had to sit still for such long periods 
of time in order for clear images to be produced. 
 
Other people speculate that because the act of getting your portrait taken used to be such a luxurious, 
and thus uncommon occurrence for the lower and middle-class, solemn expressions in photographs were 
worn to reflect dignity felt during the rare occasion. 
 
And then there are those who theorize that older portraits lacked the pearly whites found in today’s pho-
tos because, well, pearly whites didn’t actually exist in the 19th century! Adequate dental care wasn’t 
available to the majority of folks at the time, and dental hygiene practices weren’t as important or preva-
lent as they are today. Because the only cure for tooth decay was to pull out teeth (leaving nothing but 
gaping holes), smiles probably weren’t something most people wanted to show off back then, right? 
 
The Real Reason Your Ancestors Weren’t Smiling 
So are these myths actually truthful? Not quite. The real reason why your ancestors didn’t smile in vin-
tage photographs was because they thought smiling would make them look…stupid — or even of lower-
class, as portraits back then were to capture an ideal and not a memorable moment in time. Much like 
the modern selfie is deemed a social faux pas (unless you’re a teenager), smiling in photos was a major 
no-no in the 19th century. 
It actually wasn’t until the early 1900s that plastering a smile on your face in a portrait was considered 
acceptable. Once personal Kodak cameras became widely available to the average consumer, a more 
joyous photography culture emerged and goofy grins replaced pensive glares. 
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Orlando Cook 

Abraham & Vuenetta 

"Henrietta" Koenig (King) 
Examples of what you can do with 

a digital copy of an old photo. The 

Panama Rocks photograph at the 

far left is labeled with names of 

those in the photo but it is too 

small to see their faces clearly. By 

scanning at a high resolution and 

then cropping and enlarging parts 

of the photo, the faces become 

much clearer and easier to identi-

fy. This also enables you to correct 

misidentified photos. This photo 

was labelled 1920, but with re-

search we were able to determine 

it was taken closer to 1906. There 

is so much information you can 

glean from old photos. Don’t throw 

them away! If your family no long-

er wants them, please consider 

donating them to the Harmony 

Historical Society! 

Rice & Cross Reunion 

Panama rocks 

There are many benefits of scanning old photos and one of them is being able to enlarge and view them 

on a computer screen, TV screen and/or print and enlarge for other family members to enjoy.  
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There are several ways to join: 
 
1) Visit us online at http://
www.harmonyhistoricals.org/   
 
2) Fill out the membership 
form below and mail with 
your payment to: 
Harmony Historical Society, 
1943 Open Meadows Road, 
Ashville, NY 14710 
 
3) In person at Harmony His-
torical Society, 1943 Open 
Meadows Road, Ashville, NY 
14710, or visit us at one of our 
business and/or program 
meetings, or even approach a 
board member and ask for an 
application. 

Golden Needle Quilters 
Back when HHS began in the 70s, a 
group of quilters were instrumental in 
providing the funds to get the organiza-
tion on its feet. Our current quilters are 
still working to provide funding to help 
HHS out. This year they attended sever-
al craft shows and sold chances to win 
one of two beautiful quilts they had 
sewn during the annual Yard Sale in 
May. The 2 winners, Kristine Morrison 
and Chris Anderson were gracious 
enough to pose for a photo with their 
quilts. Congratulations to both winners! 

The Golden Needle Quilters meet at HHS every 
Tuesday morning from 10-12. These photos are 
of their booth at the Panama Rocks Foliage Fes-
tival with the many beautiful items they made 
to help support HHS. We are so grateful for 
their support! 

Date: ___________ 
 

New 

Renewal 

Name:____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Email address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Annual: $15__________ Family: $25__________ Business: $100__________ Life: $500__________ 

Harmony 

Historical 

Society 

By becoming a member, YOU are 

helping HHS protect and preserve 

the heritage of the Towns of Har-

mony and North Harmony! 

JOIN US—BECOME A MEMBER! 

And/or give a gift of membership to your loved ones 

Golden Needle Quilters 
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